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Buenos dias y muchas gracias!  Good day and many thanks!
The four of us have been enriched by the opportunity to share together in 
a unique venture of offering a course for students and faculty – from Cuba and the 
U.S.A. – on Mission in Context during the January term of 2017.  We are eager to 
share our learnings from this event with you and to get your feedback as all of us 
seek to engage in missional formation for the 21st century.   
Any of you who have had the opportunity to visit Cuba are well aware of 
the incredible beauty and hospitality we find there, and that was certainly the case 
for the twenty students from Louisville Seminary who joined a similar group from 
Seminario Evangelico de Teologia in Cuba in January.  Therefore, let me begin our 
presentation by sharing with you a short video produced by Grace Hellweg, one of 
our students, that will introduce you to this context of hospitality that we experienced. 
[video at https://www.dropbox.com/s/fid7zpp6dxmcyyt/
CubaMissionInContext.MOV?dl=0]
Before we get into the substantive issues we want to discuss with you, let me 
also do two other things to introduce you to this experience:
1. Introduce my colleagues on the panel and the themes they will 
address, and
2. Introduce you to the course schedule that we followed in 
Cuba.
I am pleased to introduce to you three friends and colleagues who provided 
leadership for the course and who will lead our conversations and reflections today:
• Dr. Ofelia Ortega Saurez, Professor and President Emeritus 
of the seminary in Cuba and President for Latin America of 
the World Council of Churches, will lead us in a reflection on 
Together Towards Life, the new mission statement of the World 
Council of Churches, and its relevance for mission today.
• Rev. Juan Sarmiento, a Doctor of Ministry student at 
Louisville Seminary and Associate Director for Mission at 
the Outreach Foundation, will lead our reflections growing 
out of the course on intercultural contributions to mission 
education, and
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• Dr. Jo Ella Holman, Regional Liaison for the Caribbean for 
the Presbyterian Church (USA), will share with us issues 
related to contextual and pedagogical design.  
I am Cliff Kirkpatrick, Professor of World Christianity and Ecumenical Studies 
at Louisville Seminary, and I will be introducing our biblical, missiological, and 
pedagogical foundations for our course and guiding our discussions today. 
Let me begin by sharing how we spent our week together in Cuba1. 
While we sometimes veered a bit off from this schedule, it does show how we 
addressed these themes.  We began our first day with a devotional and a study of 
biblical foundations for mission.  We then moved to issues of context (which have 
often been issues of conquest related to Cuba).  We closed our day introducing 
one another to the interfaith reality in Cuba and the USA.  The second day we 
did further work on biblical and missiological foundations, then headed out to 
Matanzas to visit the museum on human slavery, to be in conversation with a 
Santeria community, and to engage in a dialogue between our two seminaries.  For 
the balance of our time we each led in chapel, we shared mission experiences in 
the USA and Cuba, we visited a demonstration farm run by the churches, and we 
mainly spent time learning from one another in small groups.  We concluded our 
time together by seeking to construct a missiology for faithful mission in context 
in Cuba and the USA – and with a fiesta. 
The course was enhanced by the diversity (yet deep unity) among our 
group, by the context of two dramatically changing societies that have often been – 
and continue to be – at odds with one another, and by the powerful experiences of 
community we found with one another.  
We also had students do reading before we arrived around our themes (and by 
and large they did) and agreed that the only texts we would use would be texts available 
in both Spanish and English.  We also had excellent translators that gave us the ability 
to communicate with one another even when we did not speak both languages.
In my closing remarks, I want to share with you several perspectives and 
foundations that we took to the course, and we believe that these have been critical 
for giving our students the skills to do mission in context.  
1 See appendix, “Course Schedule: Mission in Context (Jan. 16-20, 2017).”
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There were five perspectives which we believe were foundational to making 
this course effective:
1. A critical pedagogy building off of the pioneering work of 
Paulo Freire that seeks to empower participants as active 
agents of God’s justice.
2. An ecumenical perspective that builds on recent mission 
statements from the World Council of Churches (Together 
Towards Life), the Roman Catholic Church (The Joy of the 
Gospel), and the Lausanne Movement (The Cape Town 
Commitment).
3. A theological context from Latin America enriched by the 
biblical vision of Integral Mission and the deep spiritual 
resources of faith, worship, and joy.
4. A course whose primary context was the streets, the farms, the 
prisons to see God at work in Cuba, in the USA, and in the 
world.
5. An understanding of interreligious dialogue as a reality of 
critical importance in the practice of mission.
These perspectives, worked out in smaller and larger groups, enabled students to 
appreciate the marvelously diverse world in which God has called us to minister 
and empowers a new generation with the passion first articulated by Emil Bruner 
that “Mission is to the Church as fire is to burning.”2
In relation to the bible, we started in the same place as the New Testament 
Church. Like the New Testament Church, we encouraged our students to be guided 
by the bible as a missionary document, written for a people engaged in mission in a 
new context.  Drawing from the work of David Bosch in Transforming Mission3 we 
encouraged our students to develop a missiology shaped by a theology of mission 
that assumes that the church is missionary by its very nature and that it is not so 
much that God’s Church has a mission but that God’s mission has a Church.  We 
reminded them that the early church was composed of a radically multicultural 
community reflecting the diversity of God’s love, and that it was engaged in a 
strange new context of empire, oppression, philosophical diversity, and a secular 
2 Emil Brunner quoted in John Buchanan, Being Church, Becoming Community. 
Louisville: John Knox Press, 1996, p. 29.
3 David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in the Theology of Mission. 
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Press, 2011.
Clifton Kirkpatrick | 89 
globalization, and………was active in announcing that the reign of God is at hand 
and that it is “good news.”
Through this course in Mission in Context, we sought to make those 
connections to the New Testament Church and to follow its example as we have 
been brought together as a multicultural community of students and faculty from 
Cuba and the U.S.A. guided by the bible, shaped by a missional theology, and 
engaging a radically new context (for us) of empire, oppression, and globalization – 
all for the purpose of announcing the “good news” of the reign of God in our time.
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Appendix - Course Schedule: Mission in Context ( Jan. 16 - 20, 2017) draft 3
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary and the Protestant Seminary of  Theology 
(Matanzas)
Monday /
Lunes
Tuesday/
Martes
Wednesday/
Miérc.
Thursday/
Jueves
Friday/
Viernes
7:30 Breakfast (be on 
time!)
Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast
Breakfast
8:00 CHAPEL (S.E.T.)
8:30
Devotional
(Chuchi/
Chavela—SET’s 
liturgical team)
8:30 Bible study 
on Matthew 
– Clifton 
Kirkpatrick
(Historical 
changes in the 
understanding 
of mission, 
according to 
David Bosch in 
Transforming 
Mission) 
Contexto actual y 
misiología 2:
Discurso del 
papa Francisco 
sobre misión y 
evangelización- 
Carlos Emilio 
Ham
Where are we? 
Where are we 
going? Jo Ella
Discussion on 
visits made 
previous day-
Clifton/Clara
Constructing 
a missiology 
for the 
transformation 
of mission in 
Cuba and in the 
U.S. (work in 
groups)
Carlos Emilio /
Jo Ella/Clifton
9:00
Bible study on 
misión- David 
Córtes-Fuentes 
(PCUSA mission 
co-worker 
teaching at SET)
“Integral 
Mission,” 
René Padilla. 
Evaluate 
mission 
initiatives. 
How does 
the context 
influence?-
Ofelia Ortega
9:45 CHAPEL (Cuban students lead) CHAPEL (S.E.T.)
CHAPEL (US 
students lead)
10:15 PAUSA/BREAK PAUSA PAUSA PAUSA PAUSA
10:30
Share personal 
stories of 
mission 
encounters in 
small groups.
– Ofelia 
Ortega/Clara 
Ajo/Jo Ella 
Holman/Clifton 
Kirkpatrick
10:30 Bible 
Study, Book of 
Acts-Orestes 
Roca
11:30 Present 
Context and 
Missiology 
I: Together 
Towards Life 
(WCC) – Ofelia 
Ortega
Criteria and 
theological 
bases of each 
document. 
Dynamics of 
power– Clifton/
Ofelia
Depart for 
the Kairos 
Center (Baptist 
Church, 
Matanzas)
-emphasis 
on integral 
mission: arts 
and worship; 
community 
development; 
water projects
Continued
12:30 Lunch/Almuerzo (SET)
Lunch/
Almuerzo (SET)
Lunch/Almuerzo 
(SET)
Lunch/
Almuerzo 
(DEMARI)
Lunch/
Almuerzo (SET)
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2:00
Complete group 
work.
2:45
From personal 
stories to 
regional stories: 
the Caribbean 
and the sermon 
of Montesinos; 
las Casas
Jo Ella
Visit to the San 
Severino Castle/
Fort; Slavery 
Route of the 
Caribbean (a 
UNESCO Heritage 
Site) 
– Clara L. Ajo
LPTS group 
shares from 
their U.S. 
context about 
mission 
activities 
related to inter-
faith, justice 
and evangelism. VIsit to the 
Diaconal 
Ecological Center 
(DEMARI)
-emphasis 
on integral 
mission, ecology, 
agriculture, 
community 
development 
and spirituality 
Summary/
Evaluation 
of the course 
(written and 
discussion)
-Ofelia y 
Clifton
Devotional 
(Cuban and 
U.S. students 
together) 
3:00
Presentation 
of clips and 
commentary 
on the film, The 
Mission  and 
relevance to 
the history of 
mission in Latin 
America
– Fco. Rodés
Continued
Prayer in the 
dungeons 
(Chuchi/
Chavela) Visit to the 
Valentine 
Church 
(Matanzas 
Presbytery) and 
recreation time 
together 3:30
Work in groups,  
Fco. Rodés
Visit with a 
representative 
of an Afro-Cuban 
religion.– Clara 
L. Ajo
4:00 Continued
4:00 LPTS 
group departs 
SET6:30 Dinner/Cena 
SET
Dinner/Cena SET
Dinner/Cena 
SET
7:00 Dinner/Cena 
SET
NOCHE
7:30 
Preparation for 
inter-religious/
interfaith visits, 
Clara L. Ajo
 
7:30 
Information on 
the Seminary—
gathering with 
other students 
and faculty  
8:30 
Ecumenical 
Worship, Week 
of Prayer for 
Christian Unity
Fiesta!!  Aguas 
Vivas (music 
group, Living 
Waters)
El grupo LPTS: el sábado, 21 de enero, 9:30 AM a ISCRE para una introducción del trabajo interfé del Seminario
